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“House File 2274 will decrease property taxes paid by all 

classes of property” 
 -The nonpartisan Legislative Services Agency, The fiscal note of House File 2274 
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“Most Iowans agree with Branstad’s rationale for commercial property tax 

cuts, the poll shows. Seventy-three percent think that reducing commercial rates 

would attract more businesses and motivate existing businesses  

to add jobs.” –The Des Moines Register, February 20, 2012 

 
 
“Iowa’s broken property tax system affects our economy and is an impediment to 
putting people back to work. 
Our uncompetitive property 
tax system is a burden on job 
creators and prohibits 
businesses of all sizes from 
expanding, hiring or even 
settling in Iowa.” 
 – Iowa House Speaker Kraig Paulsen, R-
Hiawatha, February 21, 2012 
 
 

“Iowa currently has the second highest commercial property taxes in the country. It also 
has the 16th highest residential taxes in the nation. So the main goal of the bill is to 
reduce the tax burden on all classes of property, especially commercial rates.” - Rep. 
Dan Huseman, R-Aurelia, February 22, 2012, The Cherokee Chronicle Times 



 

“We expect more from a system that devours half 

of the state's budget.”  

–The Waterloo Courier, February 17, 2012 
 

 

 
“A proposal to retain third-graders who read well below grade level 
has quickly become one of the most criticized portions of Gov. Terry 
Branstad's education reform package. We happen to see that issue 
as one of the most clearly logical. Simply sending people along to 
the next level when they are not competent at the previous level 
makes little sense.” –The Waterloo Courier, February 17, 2012 

 

 

“More than half of respondents say the policies — the backbone of 
Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad’s proposed $25 million school reform 
package — would make a major difference in raising the quality of 
education in the state, an indicator of support.” – The Des Moines 

Register, February 22, 2012 
 
 
 
“The poll results that you see just confirm that the Legislature is 
right to act in dramatic and meaningful ways to improve our 
schools. The public is now telling them that this is an important 
issue.” – Iowa Department of Education Director Jason Glass, February 22, 
2012 
 
 
 
“Third grade is a turning point. The early years are so important, if 
they need the extra time we should give it them.” - Joyce Gilleard, New 

London Democrat, Iowa Poll respondent  
 
 
 
“ … I think it indicates that Iowans are really willing to look positively on ideas to bring about 
improvement.” - Dan Smith, executive director of School Administrators of Iowa, February 22, 2012 


